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It has been an incredibty busy few months for the team and hopefutty this newstetter
witt give you a tittte insight to compteted and ongoing investigations atongside our
engagement events and of course other poticing demands across the county.

Our newer version of the newstetter contains many more contributions f rom the wider
team around their areas of expertise and passions which I hope you witt find interesting.

As atways, our inbox (OperationRandaLt@nodotk.potice.uk) is atways open if you ever
wish to discuss anything with us, ptease always report crime incidents via 101 or online
reporting form;

hup$r/-w.wr^1'1rorfolk.potice.u ow:to:rcporLa-qXmd

Remember it shoutd atways be 999 if there is immediate danger to tife, risk of harm or a
crime is in progress.

We witl also continue as previously to produce a PDF version of the newstetter for parish

councils, organisations and other individuats who wish to print out and put on
noticeboards etc. ptease drop us an emait shoutd you wish to get a copy of the
newstetter in this format.
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Dont forget to follow us on Sociat Media!

Ptease give us a fottow;
Fa c e b o o k.co m/ N o do lk Ru ra tCrinle
Twitter.com/Rura tCrimNf k

PDF Version of Newsletter

@o

@o@

We try to keep our social media channets active throughout the month so you can see
what we are up to as a team at att times.

Since switching over provider of our emaiting systems I have had some community
organisations unabte to put the new format on parish websites and simitar. We
have started creating a PDF version to send round to retevant peopte. Please note this
witt NOT reptace the normal way in receiving the newstetter, this is onty open to peopte
who repubtish/redistribute the newstetter. lf you wish to receive the Newstetter via PDF
ptease contact me to get added to this maiting tist.
PC Chris Shettey I etuisloptrer.shetley@nadolk.pe-[ce.uk | 07900 407106



Hetptine: 0300 323 0400

Rurat Thefts

ln recent weeks in Nortotk we have seen an increase in the theft of various trailers of att
shapes and sizes. With this increase in traiter thefts we are therefore wanting to remind
att how imponant it is to make sure your trailer is either in a position where it is blocked
in or is tocked with things such as a hitch tock.

Fortunately, this year we have seen fewer incidents ot GPS thefts compared to previous
years. However, in the past we have seen the number thefts can surge after periods of
quietness. Therefore, we urge you to remain vigitant, remove GPS receivers each night
after use, and store them in a sate and secure location.

P[ease remember your farm security and be aware of who is entering your yard or barns.

Basic precautions, such as tocking gates and buitdings, can help protect you and
prevent you from becoming an easy target. This advice atso appties to those storing
garden tools at home or on altotments. Secure your property to deter theft and stay atert
to any suspicious behaviour. Thieves often make mistakes that can heLp us identify
them.

We frequentty encounter items that we cannot link to an owner or prove are stolen,
resutting in missed opportunities to return them. Ptease atways report the theft, take
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seriaI numbers from your property or security markthem so we can trace the ownership
back to you.

Hare Coursing Update

We are now coming to the end of the traditional'season'for this ittegatactivity mainty
because crops in the fietds start to get too tatt for the peopte and dogs to spot the hares.
The dogs involved in this activity hunt by sight rather than scent, so they need to have a

ctearflatview and also soft wet ground which reduces the risk of injuryto the dogs.

This season, we have seen a slight increase in repofts of hare coursing, which may be
attributed to the mitder winter weather. Atthough it might not have fett tike it, this winter
has been much drierthan previous ones, with fewer hard frosts. Those involved in hare
coursing prefer soft ground that is not waterlogged, as their vehictes can get stuck in
muddy fietds. Simitarty, hard frosted ground poses the same risks as dry ground,
increasing the [iketihood of iniury.

Atthough we have seen this sma[[ increase our positive outcomes in tackting it have

increased dramaticatty. So far this season we have deatt with 5 incidents with 20
individuats being charged with hare coursing retated offences. We have atso seized
thousands of pounds worth of equipment, vehictes and l9 dogs.

Of the 20 peopte charged , 17 have so far been convicted and a further final case is in

court tater this month.

Whilst court results do vary stightty, in many cases we are successfutty recovering
significant amounts of money towards the cost of kennetting the dogs.

Although seizing and caring for dogs at a high standard is cost[y, but it is considered the
most effective way to reduce and deter ittegat activities tike hare coursing. By removing
the dogs, we etiminate the primary tooI used to commit the crime, preventing further
incidents (untit, unfortunatety, another dog can be trained, which can take months and
tikety extend into the next season). We continue to appty for disq uatification orders to



prevent these individuats trom owning dogs in the future and seek compensation for
affected [andowners.

Fishing Ctosed Season Patrots

On Sunday 16th March PC Alex Lovetock conducted a joint patrot with the Environment
Agency Fisheries Enforcement officers for OP Ctampdown (a Nationat Operation
tackting ittegat fishing within the closed season). During this day various areas of
Norfotk's riverways were covered inctuding Thetford and Stoke ferry which historicatty
been hotspots for itlegat fish:ng. During these patrots there where many engagements
with members ol the pubtic giving us the opportunity to educate and hightight the
Operation. We are hopefut of being abte to support Op Ctampdown throughout the
season.
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Scrap Metat Trading

It was a very successfut week with tots of businesses spoken to who were happy to have
a point of contact within the constabutary.

lf you are a scrap metat deater and woutd tike to get in touch, ptease do.
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ln March PC James Kingvisited some Scrap Metaldeaters around the county as part of
Op Gotd,uno, tatking with the scrap metat dealers about crime prevention, reporting
concerns around stolen property and feeding back any issues to locaI councils and
Potice.



Poaching

Atong a slmitar vein to hare coursing, poaching is often prevalent in the winter months
whether that be those taking a few birds or those wishing to shoot deer on Land they
have no permission to do so-

Positive resutts around this sort of activity are often few and far between,

On the 22nd of December, a member ofthe pubtic spotted suspicious behaviour
invotving three men and seven dogs on the A47. The men appeared to be chasing and
using catapults on neighbouring tand. The potice deployed a drone, which captured
footage of the individuals using cataputts and dogs to hunt and kitt deer, hares, and
rabbits.

Att seven dogs were seized, atongwith a vehicte, and the three men were arrested. They
att pteaded guitty to ittegat hunting, with one al.so pteading guitty to attempting to kitt a

deer with a missite. The court ordered the forfeiture of a[[ seven dogs and the vehicle,
and the three men were fined a totat of f5,720, which inctuded court costs and
kenne[[ing fees.

THE FARMING
COMMUNITY
NETWORK

Email: Call:
help@fcn.org.uk 03000 111 999

Helpline is open 7am-ttpm every day of the year.

FCNI

We have received severa[ reports of deer carcasses being found on land where no
permission has been granted. This often occurs at night so if you see anything
suspicious, ptease do tet us know.



Dogs Worrying Livestock - Be a Responsibte Owner

This time of year brings us some longer hours of sunshine and those of us with pets
want to get out more with our four tegged f riends. This is at the same time many of farm
animats are atso getting back out on grass, sheep are pa rticutarty vutnerabte with many
either heavity in tamb or with young tambs at foot.

Over last few weeks we have had a number of reports of dogs getting into sheep fietds,
sadty resutting in one case with loss of tife and some horrific in,uries and suffering. We
have atso had incident of dogs chasing horses in a fietd.

Even the best behaved dog can suddenty change behaviour when around Livestock. At
atltimes ptease keep them on a tead. Faiture to do so coutd tead to you being
prosecuted for faiting to have your dog under controt and causing distress to other
animals.

We are atso encouraging livestock owners to ptace signs at key points to notify dog

watkers that tivestock is in the area perhaps where they haven't either been for a white

or before. Owners are reminded to remove signs once livestock is moved to prevent

peopte becoming frustrated and ignoring such signs. We have produced the betow sign

which can be used but there are many others also avaitabte;



POLICE
WARNING
Livestock in

this area
Dogs to be kept on
a lead at all times

Failure to do so may
lead to prosecution
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Heritage Crime

This year we have welcomed our new Potice and Crime Commissioner Sarah Taytor. The
PCC hosted a Heritage roundtable with partners from att corners of the Heritage world.
This was a great sounding board forthe probtems faced and an opportunity to network.
It was clear that there is much more we can do to work together and understand the
probtems faced across Norto[k.

Ittegat metat detecting, known as nighthawking, is an ongoing issue that often goes

unseen and unreported. However, we have managed to address a few nighthawking
incidents recentty. One individuat was apprehended for ittegatty detecting on farml.and
in the Brecktand area. The gamekeeper provided a picture ofthe suspect's vehicte
parked nearby, enabting us to stop the suspect and seize the metal detector found in

the vehicle, Additionatty, three other suspects are under investigation for detecting on

land near Caistor Roman Town, based on footage sent to us by a member of the pubtic.

We expect att three suspects to be deatt with in due course. Unfortunatety, we are not
always as fonunate, and hotes were dug into the scheduled tand at Thettord Castte.

Ongoing work with the museum services has shown individuats within the metat

detecting community trying to take advantage of the weakness of the treasure act. we
are investigating these reports to see where offences may have occurred. Unscruputous
individuats appearto be finding or buyingtreasure items from others and then tying

about the circumstances around the discovery. The workwe do with the Museum
services makes sure that due ditigence is carried out when the suspicions are there.

We are working on adding Norfotk to the list of counties who are successfutty using
Heritage Watch. This was discussed at the Heritage Community Rurat Action Group

The [ast few months have sadty seen many churches across the region become victim
to criminaI damage and theft. Primarity from those abusing atcohol and drugs. We
remind those who are wardens or caretakers to lock up and move atl items from value
from any accessib[e areas within the Church. I understand that for many, churches are a
sanctuary and ctosing them after dark may seem contrary to that ethos. However,
practicat measures to protect properB/ must be advised bythe potice.



chaired by PC Chris Holmes on the 2nd Aprit and with the suppon of the pCCs office we
are tooking to move this forward this year.

Witdtife Crime

| 07900 407106
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The scheme has two objectives:
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PC Chris Sheltey I

PC Chris Shettey has been handting a variety of incidents invotving diverse witdtife,
inctuding barn owts, a potecat, buzzards, a red kite, and a water vote.

We took where possibte to make use of a government tunded scheme to test witdtife for
pesticides, herbicides or rodenticide.



, To provide information to the regulator on hazards to witdtife and companion
animats and beneficiat invertebrates from pesticides; and

. To enforce the correct use of pesticides, identifying and penatising those who
deliberatety or recktessty misuse and abuse pesticides.

hltps r1lwwt&,h se-gov.u klp€$ioielcslrecl u c ing:enviro n menta t-im pa ctlwiLdlile/witd tif e-
incident-i nvestjgation-scheme.&m

Nesting Bird Disturbances

We often receive reports of nesting bird disturbance offences at this time of year. There
is often a betief that hedges can't be legatty cut betvveen March and August each year,

sadty this isn't the case. There are no set dates as to when you can and can't cut a
hedge, it is recommended to avoid the summer months to avoid committing offences.

lf a hedge or tree needs cutting during bird nesting season it is essentiat thorough
checks are compteted as atl active nests and their eggs are protected by taw. Destroying
any nest or disturbing a nesting bird is a criminat oftence atongside the simpte fact so

many ot our native birds are dectining rapidty for a variety of reasons and need att the
hetp they can.

Loads more information on the scheme can be found on the betow tink and you can atso
make your own direct referra[s:



Bendiocarb is the active ingredient in a product named Ficam D and was tegatty used
internatlyto tackte ants, wasps and hornet nests. Sadty it has been abused over the
years and used to ittegatty poison birds of prey, inctuding incidents in NorfoLk.

The product was withdrawn from market on 29tr of Juty 2024 and can no tonger be
purchased.

Since 25 January 2025 the product cannot be used. Anyone found using it is tiabte to
prosecution. So ptease check sheds, chemicat stores etc. and dispose SAFELY and
CORRECTLY of any unused product.

FicamD

whot3wordsilt

Withdrawat of Pesticide Bendiocarb (common product name Ficam-D)
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Spring in the Countryside

The dark winter months are nearly behind us now, the first ftowers of the year - the
snowdrop - are nearty atl wilted away and the crocuses, daffodits, and then tutips
reptace them as spring progresses with their variety of coLours. With them comes the
fresh green sugary grass which so much of our wildtife and tivestock thrive on.

Badgers have a very interesting tife cycte - with them having their young in the winter
months so when the food is more abundant in the spring they start coming out of the
sett. The hedgehogs start to spend the evenings scuttting around feeding up before
breeding season.

We have atready touched on our nesting birds but as the days get longer and warmer
insect numbers increase and in come our summer migratory birds including sand
martins and chiffchaff before fotlowed by the swattows. You cannot beat a summer
evening watching swaltows swooping down feeding on ftying insects - water meadows
can be the best ptace to be for this sight.

Many of our native birds are atready wett into buitding their nests, I am sure I wi[[ hear
the usual stories in the coming weeks of the unusuat ptaces birds have taken up
residence which has inctuded a wheel arch of a brand new police car waiting to be fitted
with its operationat kit! Other ctassics are a cigarette butt bin on a watl and the [oca[
post box. And who can forget the seagutt who decided a petrol forecourt on was the best
ptace? Remember once these nests are active they cannot be destroyed - it's a criminal
offence.

On our farms, the drier weather wilt attow many of our over wintered stock to move from
winter accommodation back onto the green grass and enjoy the sun on their back.

Lambs witt be bouncing around as their mothers feed another great spring sight.

The first sitage cut won't be many weeks away. Sitage is a reatty important part of the
livestock caLendar its basicatty the processing of spring and summer grass into a

pickting type situation to create a vitat winter feed. One thing that can be incredibty

dangerous to tivestock is titter and dog excrement being teft in fietds which then ends up

going in the 'pickling process'. P[ease fottow the countryside code take your litter home
with you and clean up behind your dog wherever you are.



Our farmers wilt be busy preparing the last few seed beds of the spring with spring
barley, sugar beet and then generattythe tast to be ptanted maize att being put into the
ground to give us our food and products we know and [ove. I read today that the
202412025 sug beet season has come to an end with British Sugar produclng
1.1mi[tion tons of sugar of which a targe proportion comes from Norfotkfarms.
Considering the UK consumes just over 2.2 tonnes of sugar you can see how important
the eastern region is to the UK suppty of sugar.

Conclusion

Thankyou as atways for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you enjoy spring
and we lookforward to seeing as many as possibte overthe summer. Keep an eye on our
sociat media channels where we witt update with events we are attending and any

ongoing iobs.

lf you wish to contact us ptease reach out to us via email on
(j[-]e i'alioi]Ra nd all€lnci-{oik.,ro lice.rr-li
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The police will never...
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Jubitee House, Falconers Chase, Wymondham, Norfotk, NR18 oWW

To update your detaits or change your subscription preferences, ptease cIick
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